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EOIR Announces Three New Appellate Immigration Judges 
 

FALLS CHURCH, VA – The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) today 
announced the appointment of Michael P. Baird, Sunita B. Mahtabfar, and Sirce E. Owen as 
appellate immigration judges in EOIR’s Board of Immigration Appeals. 
 
Biographical information follows: 
 
Michael P. Baird, Appellate Immigration Judge 
Attorney General William P. Barr appointed Michael P. Baird as an appellate immigration judge 
in August 2020. Judge Baird received a Bachelor of Business Administration in 1989 from 
Clayton State University and a Juris Doctorate in 1992 from Georgia State University College of 
Law. From 2009 to 2020, he served as an immigration judge first in Dallas, Texas and then later 
transferred to the Atlanta Immigration Court. From 2006 to 2009, he served as a senior assistant 
district attorney in the Appalachian Judicial Circuit, in Georgia. From 2004 to 2006, he served as 
a judge in the Municipal Court of Jonesboro, Georgia. From 1997 to 2004, he served as chief 
judge for the Magistrate Court of Clayton County, Georgia. From 1995 to 1996, he was in 
private practice. From 1993 to 1995, he served as senior assistant solicitor general at the Clayton 
County Solicitor’s Office. From 1992 to 1993, he was in private practice. From 1986 to 1990, he 
was a police officer. Judge Baird has taught as adjunct faculty at the Georgia State University 
College of Law, Clayton State University and the University of West Georgia. Judge Baird is a 
member of the State Bar of Georgia. 
 
Sunita B. Mahtabfar, Appellate Immigration Judge 
Attorney General William P. Barr appointed Sunita B. Mahtabfar as an appellate immigration 
judge in August 2020. Judge Mahtabfar earned a Bachelor of Arts in 1994 from the University of 
Texas at Austin and a Juris Doctorate in 1998 from Thurgood Marshall School of Law. From 
2013 to 2020, she served as an immigration judge in the El Paso Immigration Court. From 2006 
to 2013, she served as an attorney in the Office of the Assistant Chief Counsel, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, Department of Homeland Security (DHS), in El Paso, Texas. From 2003 
to 2006, she served as an asylum officer, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, DHS, in 
Houston. Judge Mahtabfar is a member of the State Bar of Texas. 
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Sirce E. Owen, Appellate Immigration Judge  
Attorney General William P. Barr appointed Sirce E. Owen as an appellate immigration judge in 
August 2020. Judge Owen earned a Bachelor of Science in 1996 from Johns Hopkins University, 
a Master of Business Administration in 2002 from Georgia State University, and a Juris Doctor 
in 2005 from Georgia State University. From 2018 to 2020, she served as an assistant chief 
immigration judge, based in Atlanta. From June 2019 to January 2020, she served as acting 
deputy director of EOIR. From 2016 to 2018, she served as deputy chief counsel, Office of Chief 
Counsel, Office of the Principal Legal Advisor, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), in Atlanta. From 2008 to 2016, she served as assistant 
chief counsel, ICE, DHS, in Atlanta. From 2005 to 2008, she was an associate attorney with 
Mozley, Finlayson & Loggins LLP, in Atlanta. Judge Owen is a member of the State Bar of 
Georgia. 
 

 
— EOIR — 

 
The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) is an agency within the Department of Justice. 
EOIR’s mission is to adjudicate immigration cases by fairly, expeditiously, and uniformly interpreting 
and administering the Nation’s immigration laws. Under delegated authority from the Attorney General, 
EOIR conducts immigration court proceedings, appellate reviews, and administrative hearings. EOIR is 
committed to ensuring fairness in all the cases it adjudicates. 
 
 


