UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT FOR THE
NORTHERN DI STRI CT OF TEXAS
DALLAS DI VI SI ON

UNI TED STATES OF AVERICA )  Filed: [9/26/96]
V. g Crim No.: 3-96CR336-T
THOVAS F. MECHTENBERG, g 15 US.C 8§81
Defendant.g

| NFORMATI ON

The United States of Anmerica, acting through its attorneys,
char ges:
1. THOVAS F. MECHTENBERG i s nade a defendant.
l.
DESCRI PTI ON OF THE OFFENSE

2. Beginning sonetime in the Fall 1988 and continui ng at
|l east into md 1992, the exact dates being unknown to the United
States, the defendant and co-conspirators entered into and
engaged in a conbination and conspiracy to fix prices on the sale
of certain comercial explosives in western Kentucky, southern
| ndi ana and southern Illinois ("West Kentucky Region"). The
conbi nati on and conspi racy unreasonably restrained interstate
trade and comerce in violation of Section 1 of the Sherman Act,
15 U S.C 8§ 1.

3. The conbination and conspiracy consisted of a continuing
agreenent, understandi ng and concert of action anong the

def endant and co-conspirators to fix prices, allocate custoners,



and rig bids on certain comrercial explosives offered for sale in
t he West Kentucky Regi on.
4. For the purpose of form ng and carrying out the charged
conmbi nati on and conspiracy in the West Kentucky Region, the
def endant and co-conspirators did the follow ng things, anong
ot hers:
(a) discussed and agreed on increases in certain prices on
commer ci al expl osi ves;
(b) discussed and agreed on allocating certain custoners
anong t hensel ves;
(c) discussed and agreed upon bids or price quotes to
certain custoners for certain conmercial explosives; and
(d) carried out their agreenent.
1.
DEFENDANT _AND CO- CONSPI RATORS

5. The defendant resides in Evansville, Indiana. During
all or part of the period covered by this Information, defendant
was a regional nmanager of Austin Powder Conpany and was
responsible for its sales of commercial explosives in the West
Kent ucky Regi on.

6. Various persons and firns, not nmade defendants in this
I nformation, participated as co-conspirators in the charged
conbi nati on and conspiracy, and perfornmed acts and nade

statenents in furtherance of it.



L.
TRADE AND COMVERCE

7. Commercial explosives are chem cal products, such as
hi gh expl osi ves and bl asting agents, initiating devices and
accessories that are used in the coal and netal mning, quarry
and construction industries.

8. During the period covered by this Information, the
def endant and co-conspirators sold and distributed comerci al
expl osives in the West Kentucky Region that were nmanufactured
out side that Region. These commercial explosives were shipped in
a continuous and uninterrupted flow of interstate conmerce from
their places of manufacture to custoners |ocated in the West
Kent ucky Regi on.

9. The activities of the defendant and co-conspirators that
are the subject of this Information were within the flow of, and
substantially affected, interstate trade and conmerce.

I V.
JURI SDI CTI ON_AND VENUE

10. The conbinati on and conspiracy charged in this
I nformation was carried out, in part, within the Northern
District of Texas within the five years preceding the filing of

this Informati on.



ALL I'N VI OLATION OF TI TLE 15,

Dat ed:

UNI TED STATES CODE, SECTI ON 1.

“/sl" “/sl"

ANNE K. BI NGAMAN TERRENCE F. M:DONALD

Assi stant Attorney Ceneral Texas Bar No. 13559525
“/sl" “/sl"

GARY R SPRATLI NG KATHERI NE A. SCHLECH

Deputy Assistant Attorney General Virginia Bar No. 17947
AT “Isl"

ANTHONY V. NANNI NANCY H. MCM LLEN

Chief, Litigation I Section Rhode |sland Bar No. 1094

Antitrust Division
U S. Departnent of Justice

Att or neys

Antitrust Division

U S. Departnent of Justice
1401 H Street,
Washi ngton, D.C.
(202) 307-1159

20530

NW Suite 4000



