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Subject: comments on MS proposed settlement

While I have many complaints with this whole situation (beginning with
MS being declared a target of anit-trust violations in the first
place), I feel compelled to comment on the proposed settlement.

If you are to accept that MS is guilty of anti-trust violations
involving anti-competitive practices surrounding their Operating
System and other software, it is (in my opinion) ludicrous to allow
their punishment to include the further distribution of their software
- especially to schools! This seems like the tobacco companies being
allowed to settle a suit by handing out free cigarettes.

Also, the dollar value of "software" can not be set at retail prices

when deeming the value of the *punishment*. The value must be set by
the real cost to MS in dollars - the manufacturing and packaging cost
of the software plus the lost sales for the schools who would have
bought some software anyway (which is not very many, otherwise the
punishment is even more ludicrous).

Make them give cash, or other related products that create no future
revenue stream for MS. Make them buy their competitor's products for
the schools if the damage they have done is monopolistic in

nature. But do NOT allow them to seed our children with their poison.
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Computers are not intelligent. They only think they are.
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