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I do not believe the DOJ negotiated settlement will protect any group
(consumer, manufacturer, software developer) from Microsoft's ability to
extend their existing monopolies in desktop operating systems and office
productivity suites into new areas such as server operating systems,
internet infrastructure and middleware. Microsoft's control of the

API's for the monopoly supported operating system (OS) allows them to
tie new products (middleware, frameworks, etc.) into the OS in ways that
other developers can not match. Once its in the OS, competing products
don't stand much chance. It is far from a level competitive playing

field when developing software products that compete with Microsoft.

A prime example is Microsoft's lack of support for Java in Windows XP.
Microsoft found room to include all their language runtimes, middleware,
partner applications, etc. in Windows XP but claims including a Java JVM
would make the OS to large. Come on, as delivered by Microsoft Windows
XP is already approximately 1.5 GB. The Java JVM is only about 5 MB.
Microsoft also made it much more difficult to add plug-ins into Windows
XP and Internet Explorer (IE) which discourages use of competing
technologies. Java has always been a threat to requiring everyone to

run Windows OS and has been attacked by Microsoft in much the same way
as Microsoft attacked Netscape. When Microsoft could not embrace,
extend and extinguish Java, they blocked improvements and developed
their own Java clone.

Microsoft is an abusive monopolist in the same way in which Standard Oil
was an abusive monopolist. The proposal by the nine states not agreeing
to this settlement is much more likely to prevent additional abuses.

As an IT professional, I know that the biggest reasons Microsoft is able

to maintain their monopoly in corporate desktop OS's is the integration

of desktop Windows and Windows servers, Microsoft Outlook integration
with Exchange and the lack of availability of Microsoft Office on
platforms such as Linux and UNIX. The proposed DOJ settlement will do
nothing to rectify this situation and allow increased consumer/corporate
choice in desktop OS's
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