From: Andrew Williams

To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/23/02 3:26pm
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

Dear sir/madam,

I amopposed to the leniency of the settlement agreement with Microsoft. My
reasons for this are as follows:

1) The only penalty that is apparent is one that Microsoft has "agreed"
to or would agree to. This is hardly appropriate for a company with
a history of breaking such agreements.

2) There is no apparent requirement for "probation". That is, a process
whereby Microsoft can demonstrate its rehabilitation quantifiably to
the US DOJ, and to its "citizens".

3) Microsoft has made no realistic offers of damages to aggrieved
parties, and shows no inclination to be realistic in damages. The
only offer made was one that was of commerical benefit to Microsoft,
which was (luckily) rejected.

To my mind there are only two valid remedies:

1) That which Judge Jackson required - The breaking apart of Microsoft
into separate entities, one for operating systems, and another as an
applications provider.

This would also take into account the effect of Microsoft's .net
strategy, which is not open but restrictive, where Microsoft
controls not only the .net standard, but access to it.

2) That Microsoft is forced to publish ALL the API's with documentation
for its operating systems without any "preferred customer" options
in the same time space that they provide them for their own
Microsoft developers.

This means that applications developers would not have the lag, or
technical barriers that are currently imposed upon them.

These two remedies I would favour do not include redress for the financial
and other damage caused to those affected by Microsoft's illegal behaviour.
However, I would think that those aggrieved in this would have access to
financial redress directly. Mind you, it might be appropriate that the US
Dol mandates to Microsoft that they provide redress to the named parties
(such as Sun, Netscape etc).

I thank you for your consideration of this submission.
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Regards
Andrew Williams
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