From: David Christie

To: Microsoft ATR

Date: 1/24/02 7:08pm

Subject: Comments re: Proposed Microsoft Settlement
Dear Sirs:

I wish to register my disapproval of the proposed settlement in the case of U.S. vs. Microsoft. It does not
address the harm done by the illegal conduct of Microsoft Corporation and it would not adequately
protect the public against future harm from Microsoft's illegal maintenance and extension of its operating
system monopoly.

As a former employee and stockholder of Netscape Corporation I was directly harmed by Microsoft's
illegal practices. | have waited patiently for intervention which I always knew would come too late to
save Netscape. However, [ never anticipated Microsoft would escape effective sanctions, escape being
broken up, and emerge stronger and more ambitious in its monopolistic behaviors than ever.

Allowing Microsoft to evade responsibility for its actions, and leaving it free to continue its depredations
of the industry, is akin to allowing Saddam Hussein to remain in power after the Gulf War: a big mistake.
Microsoft was found guilty. It should now be held accountable. [ urge the court to approve only a
settlement that effectively restrains Microsoft from illegally extending its monopoly in the future.

Of all the settlement provisions that have been debated, the most effective would be to require Microsoft
to open the source code of its operating system under an open-source software license. That is the only
way to guarantee that Microsoft will have competition in its core marketplace of operating system
software. Currently Microsoft's ability to keep its source code private prevents effective competition by
allowing Microsoft to hide the details of how compatible competing operating system software could be
written. Secret operating system software is bad engineering, bad for the marketplace, and an invitation to
illegal monopolistic business practices. It is bad public policy and bad antitrust law to allow it in software
that controls 90% of the computers in the marketplace.

If the source code were open, Microsoft would still have a long lead on its competitors, but the possibility
of competition would exist. Therefore, Microsoft would be unable, in practice, to exploit its monopoly as
ruthlessly as it has in the past.

The remedy seems clear. Microsoft abused its operating system software monopoly illegally. The direct
solution is to limit the basis for that monopoly: the secrecy of Microsoft's proprietary source code. Stop
Microsoft from keeping its operating system software source code under wraps, level the playing field,
and in so doing, open the industry up to competition again.

Thank you.
David B. Christie

915 Peggy Lane
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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