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COMMITTEES

Appropriations, Chair

Judiciary

Small Business, Economic
Devclopment & Tourism

State Government, Viee Chair

Ways & Mcans

Transportation Infrastructure 2nd
Capital Appropriations Subcommittee,

Vice Chair

January 23, 2002

As Chair of the lowa Senate Appropriations Committee, I am required to pay particular
attention to current economic conditions. Like many other states, lowa is struggling with a
weak economy. As aresult, we are facing significant budget shortfalls, and cuts in critical

services.

Despite these challenges, we are optimistic about the future. We believe that the
solution to our budget woes is a growing economy. Because of this, we are pushing an
aggressive growth agenda this legislative session.

That is why I am encouraging the court to accept the strong but fair settlement you and
your colleagues have negotiated in the Microsoft antitrust case. [ believe the settlement will

have a positive affect on the economy.

In fact, we saw evidence of this, as the markets rose when the news of a possible
settlement broke some time ago.

I believe this matter has gone unresolved for far too long. [believe a seltlement will be
positive news for the over 600 software businesses and related enterprises located in Jowa.
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As an attorney, | have followed this matter with interest, and I support the Department
and the nine Attorneys General in a settlement of this matter.

erely,

Jeff Lamberti
State Senator

JL/ae
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