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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Judith E. Bertini
Acting Assistant Administrator
  for Intelligence

The Drug Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) Domestic Monitor Program
(DMP) provides data on the price, purity, and geographic source of heroin
being sold at the retail or street level in 23 U.S. cities.  The data contained
in this report are based on actual undercover heroin purchases made by the
DEA on the streets of these cities.  Since the inception of the DMP, the
program has documented the rise of heroin purity, and the steady decline of
its price (average price-per-milligram pure) throughout the United States.
Additionally, the DMP has provided information that, in the early to
mid-1990s, clearly showed the infusion of South American heroin into the
white-powder heroin market.  Today, South America-produced heroin
dominates the white-powder market east of the Mississippi River, while
Mexican black tar and brown powder heroin clearly dominate the market
west of the Mississippi.  The DMP remains an important assessment and
analytical tool for the DEA, law enforcement officials, drug policy makers,
and drug abuse researchers throughout the nation.

Karen P. Tandy
Administrator
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