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Since the creation of the Executive Office for Immigration
Review (EOIR), the need for adequate courtroom security has
been a concern shared by Immigration Judges and EOIR
management. Up to this time we have addressed security issues
on an as needed basis by 1locality. In 1light of recent
agreements between EOIR and the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS), it is now appropriate to set out general
guidelines on courtroom security applicable to all Immigration
Judge proceedings.

1. Fundamental Policy Considerations

It is a fundamental policy of the Executive Office for
Immigration Review that Immigration Judge hearings will be
conducted only in an environment in which all EOIR personnel as
well as the parties, witnesses, and the public are secure as to
their personal safety,. In furtherance of this policy
objective, EOIR and INS have agreed that it is the primary
responsibility of the INS to provide adequate security in our
courtrooms located within INS' detention facilities. This
responsibility extends to hearings in our base city courtrooms,
or in other non-detention facility hearing rooms, when detained
aliens are brought before Immigration Judges. SimilarIy, when






