 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What to Bring to Iraq, One Person’s Observations
Pants:  Dockers, cargo type pants, and jeans (probably 4 pairs, but laundry is getting better -- 48 hour turn around now)

Shirts: Polo-type work well, a couple neutral long sleeve shirts. (4-5 total)

Footwear:  I wear my desert boots mostly, but you may want to bring some hiking type shoes/boots.  I only wear one pair of boots because I want to save my other pair for when I get home.  Don't bring nice shoes they'll only get ruined.

Outerwear:  A fishing type vest is helpful.  You will probably need a jacket of some sort, it does

get fairly cool, and it does rain in the winter time. Maybe if you have something that's waterproof with a fleece liner.

We generally wear civilian clothes, however about half the time I wear my uniform when I need something done through channels, or I anticipate getting dirty.  You can plan on getting dirty.  There isn't really sand, it's practically all this very fine dirt that gets in and on everything. Nothing

stays clean for very long, but the good news it effects everyone.

We work long hours, but right now there is really very little else to do.  It's not like there is any TV or entertainment to speak of.  There is a gym here that is pretty good.  It's safe enough to run if you want to (so bring your PT gear).

There is a small BX/PX here, and a bigger one down at the airport (BIAP) that is doing a good job of stocking the sundries.  I brought a 4 month supply of everything from deodorant to toothpaste -- don't bother, you can buy it here at BX prices.  Speaking of money, you really don't need very

much for day-to-day living here.  The only thing I spend money on is an occasional meal, sundries, souvenirs, and such.  I would bring a couple hundred in cash, and some checks to cash while you're here.  The BX at BIAP will take credit, but no one else does.  You can cash a check for $200 every week with the finance office.

The phones and e-mail are pretty good.  I talk to my family almost every day, and I am in e-mail contact with anyone I want.  The mail service is slow, 10-17 days to get stuff from the US.  It costs the same to mail here as it does to JFK in NYC.

Our Address is:    Your Name

                     CPA -- Your Office

                     APO  AE  09335

It's still fairly hot, but it will start to cool off by the time you get here, so you should see some decent weather.  In fact you will avoid the miserable heat of summer.

Bring a digital camera if you have one, plenty of things to take pictures of, and they will put your software on your machine so you can download if you choose.
