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PROJECT SAFE

NEIGHBORHOODS

A Network to Make Ameria’s

Communities Safer

i Overview

Project Safe Neighborhoods is a
comprehensive, strategic approach to reducing
gun violence in America. The vaious crime
reduction initiatives in the past decade have taught
us that to have a truly significant impact, the
federal government must do more than just
increase its arrest and prosecution numbers. Our
efforts must be comprehensive. We must build
effective partnerships with our state and local
counterparts. We must enhance our capacity to
obtain and analyze crime and other data that
should guide our drategies and afford us the
opportunity to measure the impact of our efforts.
We must maintain an edge in the attack on gun
violence by providing expansive and
comprehensive training for federal, state, and
local law enforcement officers and prosecutors.
We must convey the priorities, message, and
results of our efforts to the mediaand community
members. And we must build a powerful and
lasting coalition with our citizens — one that
empowers them to be agents of change in their
own communities.

This Administration is committed to an
all-out assault on gunviolence and will provide
the resources necessary for Project Safe
Neighborhoods' success. T he Administration will
seek to commit $558.8 million to thiseffort over
two years, including $233.6 million already
availablein FY 2001. This funding will be used
to hire new federal and state prosecutors, support
investigators, provide training, and develop and
promote community outreach efforts.

i The challenge

Despite an overall decline in the number of
gun homicides during the last fifteen years, gun
violence in America remains intolerably high. Of
the 15,000 people murdered each year, two-thirds
of the victims die at the hands of armed criminals.
For every fatal shooting there are roughly three
non-fatal shootings.

Guns areinvolved in over one-third of a
million violent crimes annually. Of particular
alarm is the high toll gun violence takes on young
people. A teenager is more likely to die from
gunshots than from all natural causes of death
combined. Almost 4,000 students were expelled
in 1998 for bringing a firearm to school and about
60 percent of 6-12th grade students said they
could “get agun if they wanted.” In a 1997 study
of juvenile drug sellers who owned afirearm, 42
percent admitted to using a gun in acrime.
Among juvenile gang members, 50 percent
admitted to using agun in a crime.

Individual cities and states have begun to
respond effectively tothis epidemic of gun
violence. Model firearms programs such as
Project Exile in Richmond, VA, and Operation
Ceasefire in Boston, MA, have achieved success
in many large cities throughout the country. It is
this Administration’s task to expand upon these
successes by giving all new United States
Attorneys both a mandate and a framework for
creating an effective gun violence reduction
program.
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