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UNITED STATES  DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  *         CRIM NO. 08-035  
 
              V.                                                      *  SECTION:  “C”   

AHMAD KHELIK                           *

   *        *        *

FACTUAL BASIS         

If this case were to proceed to trial, the Government would prove the defendant’s guilt

beyond a reasonable doubt through the introduction of admissible evidence and the testimony of

competent witnesses.  More specifically, the evidence would establish the following:

If this case were to proceed to trial, the Government would prove the defendant’s guilt

beyond a reasonable doubt through the introduction of admissible evidence and the testimony of

competent witnesses.  More specifically, the evidence would establish the following:

On October 25, 2007, a state search warrant was executed by investigators of the Jefferson

Parish Sheriff's Office (JPSO) at Ali & Sons Food Store , 5933 Fourth Street, Marrero, Louisiana.

Special Agents from Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI) assisted the JPSO.  The officers and agents seized, among other items, weapons,

counterfeit goods, stolen tires and rims and bootleg CD’s and DVD’s.  
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During the execution of the search warrant, Special Agent (SA) Stacey E. Kent interviewed

the owner of the store, Ahmad Khelik.  He was advised of his rights and given an FBI Form FD-395

entitled Advice of Rights.  The defendant read and signed the form, waived  his rights and agreed

to an interview.  Khelik admitted to selling counterfeit compact discs (CDs) and digital video discs

(DVDs) since approximately six months after Hurricane Katrina (August 29, 2005).  Khelik stated

he sells the DVDs in the following manner: one DVD for $6, two DVDs for $10 and five DVDs for

$20.  Khelik indicated that he sells the CDs in following manner:  one CD for $5 and three CDs for

$10.  The defendant said he buys the CDs and DVDs he sells in his store from individual at the

Algiers Flea Market.  Khelik went on the weekends to the flea market and would visit this person's

booth and  pay him $3.00 each for DVDs and $2.75 each for CDs.  Khelik said he also buys CDs and

DVDs from another individual at the Algiers Flea Market.  This individual is a black male but his

prices are more expensive than "BOO's".  The defendant denied possessing any equipment to burn

DVDs and CDs.  JPSO detectives also interviewed Abdel Khelik, the brother of Ahmad  Khelik,

who also admitted to knowingly selling bootleg CD’s and DVD’s.  The evidence gathered would

establish that the Abdel Khelik and Ahmad Khelik sold at least 10 CDs and 10 DVDs within 180

days of the search warrant. 

In addition to the bootleg CD’s and DVD’s, various types of counterfeit goods were seized.

These items included Burberry shirts, Enyce shirts, NBA jerseys, Coogi jeans, Gibaud shirts, LRG

shirts, Chanel purses, Rocawear shirts, jackets and jeans, Polo shirts, Nike shoes, BAPE shirts, Sean

John jackets and jeans, FUBU jeans, Louis Vuitton purses, Prada purses, Coach purses, Fendi purses,

a Versace purse, Kate Spade purses, Timberland shoes, Lacoste shirts, and Red Money shirts.  Both
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defendants were questioned about these items by JPSO detectives and they admitted that they knew

the items were stolen.  They stated had been selling them since August 2005.

The DVDs were given to representatives of the Motion Picture Association of America, Inc.

(MPAA) to determine whether the DVDs were pirated or counterfeit.  An MPAA expert randomly

selected 154 DVDs from the 3,810 which were seized and viewed them. The expert concluded that

the DVDs were counterfeit and pirated. He found that the 3,810 DVDs had a value in excess of

$2500 .

The CDs were given to representatives of the Recording Industry Association of America,

Inc. (RIAA) to determine whether the CDs were pirated or counterfeit.  An RIAA expert randomly

selected 185 CDs from the 820 which were seized and viewed them. The expert concluded that the

CDs were counterfeit and pirated.  The CDs were found to have a value in excess of $2500.

The counterfeit goods were also given to the representatives of various companies and

trademark holders.  Affidavits have been provided by those entities attesting to the counterfeit nature

of the items seized.  In addition, certificates of registration the trademarks have been received.

READ AND APPROVED:

__________________________________             __________________________________ 
Joseph A. Marino, III                      (Date)   Mark A. Miller          (Date)
Counsel for Ahmad Khelik                                         Assistant U.S. Attorney

__________________________________
Ahmad Khelik                                (Date)
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Defendant


