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JUSTIN JAMES BLISS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on December 30, 2002, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JUSTIN JAMES BLISS pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  BLISS is to appear for sentencing on March 19, 2003, at 9:00 a.m.


BLISS acknowledged that on February 9, 2002, in Billings, he possessed a Hi-Point 9mm pistol.  BLISS had been convicted of possession of methamphetamine in Oregon in 1994.


He faces penalties of 10 years in prison, $250,00 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Billings Police Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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