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ALEXANDER OSTERHUBER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on January 7, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ALEXANDER OSTERHUBER pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry.  Sentencing has been set for May 7, 2003.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on January 2, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 27, 2002, OSTERHUBER arranged transportation with a taxi driver from Canada to deliver him into the United States.  OSTERHUBER tried to make an entry at the Piegan Port of Entry and was refused due to lack of identification.  OSTERHUBER then went to the Port of Entry Del Bonita, which was closed.  They then went to Coutts, Alberta, where they entered the United States on a road just east of the Port of Entry Sweetgrass.  This road is clearly marked with signs stating that one must report to U.S. Customs upon entry.  They then proceeded south to Shelby and OSTERHUBER was left at the Crossroads Inn.   The taxi driver was stopped by a Toole County Sheriff’s Deputy upon his return from Shelby into Canada.  At that time, the taxi driver informed the Deputy that he had just left OSTERHUBER at the Crossroads Inn in Shelby.  The Deputy notified the Border Patrol in Sweetgrass of OSTERHUBER’S location.  On October 28, at about 7:00 a.m., Patrol Agent in Charge Craig Jeffrey went to the Crossroads in Shelby and interviewed OSTERHUBER, at which time OSTERHUBER admitted he had been brought into the United States by a Canadian taxi driver and that he was in the United States illegally.  OSTERHUBER is an alien and citizen of Germany.  An official review of Immigration and Naturalization Service records showed that OSTERHUBER was previously deported through the Port of Chicago, Illinois on March 30, 2001.  According to a review of the records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, OSTERHUBER was not granted permission to re-enter into the United States.


OSTERHUBER faces possible penalties are twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the U.S. Border Patrol.
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