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NICHOLAS ALBRECHT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula on January 2, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, NICHOLAS ALBRECHT appeared for sentencing. ALBRECHT was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


ALBRECHT was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to the charge of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that ALBRECHT conspired to distribute more than 500 grams of methamphetamine.  A co-conspirator who pled guilty in another case would testify that he received multiple pounds of methamphetamine brought, or delivered to Western Montana by ALBRECHT for resale in the Missoula area.  ALBRECHT would arrange the acquisition of the methamphetamine with a co-defendant, who would then provide the methamphetamine to ALBRECHT and co-conspirators in Seattle, or who would send the methamphetamine to Western Montana with couriers.  When the co-defendant delivered methamphetamine through couriers, the couriers would bury or hide the methamphetamine in the woods near Missoula.  The co-defendant would advise other co-conspirators by telephone about the location of the drugs.  ALBRECHT would receive up to two pounds of methamphetamine at a time in this fashion, a procedure which was repeated several times over the course of a number of months.


ALBRECHT was arrested in Mineral County during the spring of 2001, with approximately two ounces of methamphetamine with him.  When arrested, ALBRECHT agreed to talk to agents and admitted his role in the conspiracy.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum ten years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release and loss of some federal benefits.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Missoula County Sheriff’s Office.
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