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DAVID LEE McKINNEY SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on January 9, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DAVID LEE McKINNEY appeared for sentencing. McKINNEY was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 year and 10 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


McKINNEY was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to the charge of possession of a stolen firearm.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on September 5, 2002, the government stated it would prove at trial that while an active duty soldier, McKINNEY was court-martialed for two counts of assault, both felonies, in violation of the Code of Military Justice at Fort Stewart, Georgia.  On September 19, 1996, he was found guilty by General Court Martial; sentenced to three years in custody; and given a bad conduct discharge.


On March 8, 2002, local law enforcement in Havre were advised that a burglary had occurred at a Havre residence.  Items taken in the burglary included two Smith & Wesson .357 magnum revolvers.


Investigation determined that on March 10, 2002, one of the firearms was pawned at Leon’s Buy and Sell by a male individual.  That person disclosed during a subsequent interview that he had been asked by a third man to pawn the firearm for him.


This individual was interviewed and advised that he had been approached by McKINNEY with a request that he sell some guns for him, McKINNEY as McKINNEY was trying to accumulate some cash but that he could not “be around guns” because he was a felon.


Law enforcement were further advised that McKINNEY still had the other firearm.  A controlled purchase was arranged wherein the third individual, at the direction and under the surveillance of law enforcement, would purchase the other stolen firearm.  On March 15, 2002, he and McKINNEY met in Havre at McKINNEY’S residence where he bought a Smith & Wesson caliber revolver.  The transaction was recorded by an electronic device monitored by Havre law enforcement.


Smith & Wesson has never manufactured firearms in Montana.  An Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms expert would have testified that the firearms traveled, at some point prior to McKINNEY’S possession, in interstate commerce. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Havre Police Department.
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