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GILBERT WALKS, JR. PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 8, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, GILBERT WALKS, JR. pled guilty to charges of sexual abuse of a minor.  Sentencing has been set for April 9, 2003.


During the hearing, WALKS acknowledged that between August of 2001 through August of 2002, he knowingly engaged in a sexual act with another person who had attained the age of twelve years, but had not attained the age of sixteen and who was at least four years younger than he at the time of the offense. 


WALKS faces possible penalties of fifteen years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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