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TIMOTHY KNOPFLE SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula on January 9, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, TIMOTHY KNOPFLE appeared for sentencing. KNOPFLE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Community Confinement: 4 months

! 


Special Assessment: $300

! 


Supervised Release:
1 year on Count II








3 years on Counts IV and V

! 


Restitution: $5,000 on Count II


KNOPFLE was sentenced after a jury found him guilty after a four-day trial in September, 2002, of charges of discharging oil and failing to report the discharge.  KNOPFLE, a 42 year old resident of Kalispell and owner of Advanced Docks and Decks, Inc.,  was operating a tug on Flathead Lake, in the vicinity of Angel Point on the western shores of Flathead Lake.  On two separate occasions, July 22, 2000 and May 21, 2001, KNOPFLE and his corporation pumped oil from the bilge of the tug into Flathead Lake, resulting in a sheen on the surface of the water and failed to immediately notify the appropriate agency of the United States of the discharge.  


These acts violated the Clean Water Act and the Oil Pollution Act.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Environmental Protection Agency.
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