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DEFENDANT’S PLEAD GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in January 16, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, CORDELL SMALL, age 39, pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  SMALL is to appear for sentencing on April 16, 2003.


During the hearing, SMALL acknowledged that on January 17,1992 he was convicted of a felony crime, that is, assault with a dangerous weapon and using/carrying a firearm during a crime of violence, and on July 10, 2001, he was a felon-in-possession of a firearm.


He faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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