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MELVIN JOSEPH LAST STAR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on January 15, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MELVIN JOSEPH LAST STAR appeared for sentencing. LAST STAR was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 Years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


LAST STAR was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to the charge of aggravated sexual abuse.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in March of 2002, the victim, age 8, disclosed to a Bureau of Indian Affairs Criminal Investigator that “Grandpa Joe did bad things” to her.  This incident happened at her grandparents house in Browning, which is on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.


LAST STAR was interviewed concerning the allegation, denied the allegation and consented to take a polygraph test.  On May 7, 2002, during the polygraph examination, LAST STAR admitted that in November 2001, he sexually abused the victim.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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