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KEVIN BECKMAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 16, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, KEVIN BECKMAN, a 45 year old resident of Lame Deer, pled guilty to charges of possession of methamphetamine.  BECKMAN is to appear for sentencing on April 16, 2003.


During the hearing, BECKMAN acknowledged that on February 16, 2002, in Lame Deer, he possessed 4.6 grams of methamphetamine-HCI, after being previously convicted of a drug-related crime. Two BIA officers observed an unknown person operating a truck in a manner they determined was a hazard to the driver and other persons’ safety.


While stopping the truck, the driver almost struck a reflector maker on the side of the road.  The driver was identified as KEVIN BECKMAN.  During the traffic stop, the officer noticed two clear plastic bags near the driver side floor.  The bags contained suspected controlled substances.


BECKMAN was arrested and charged with liquor and intoxication in Northern Cheyenne Tribal Court.  Analysis of the confiscated substance identified it as 4.6 grams of methamphetamine-HCI.


He faces penalties of 3 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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