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JOHNNY RAY NILES SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on January 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOHNNY RAY NILES appeared for sentencing. NILES was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


NILES was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to the charge of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on September 26, 2002, the government stated it would prove at trial that on March 14, 2002, a Great Falls Police Detective interviewed NILES at his home as part of an investigation.  The substance of the complaint involved possession of a gun by NILES.  The detective asked NILES if he was in possession of a gun.  NILES replied affirmatively and pointed to a gun laying on the floor by his bed.  The detective seized the gun.


NILES had been convicted of felony assault in Phillips County in March of 1997.  On March 14, 2002, NILES was under the supervision of the State of Montana; consequently his right to possess a firearm had not been restored.  A specific condition of supervision was that NILES was prohibited from possessing a firearm.


This prosecution was part of Project Safe Neighborhoods.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.







# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

