	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



PETER JOHN JEFFERSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on January 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, PETER JOHN JEFFERSON pled guilty to two charges of making false statements to federal authorities.  JEFFERSON is to appear for sentencing on April 16, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on January 2, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that in April of 2002, JEFFERSON was involved in an investigation by the Drug Enforcement Administration into the distribution of narcotics on the Crow Indian Reservation. 


On April 12, 2002, JEFFERSON contacted law enforcement and reported that he had been assaulted.  JEFFERSON gave a statement to agents from the Drug Enforcement Administration that he had been struck by another person in retaliation for his assistance on the investigation.  Due to JEFFERSON’S allegations, he and his family were housed temporarily in Billings for their safety.


On April 15, 2002, JEFFERSON was interviewed by agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation who were investigating the assault.  JEFFERSON once again reported that he had been struck by another person in retaliation for his assistance on the investigation.  JEFFERSON and his family were then relocated for their safety.  Expenses in excess of $4,000 were incurred by the Drug Enforcement Administration due to JEFFERSON’S allegations that the assault was in retaliation for his role in the investigation.


The assault investigation was completed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and additional statements were taken.  During the investigation, other witnesses’ statements did not coincide with what JEFFERSON had reported.  When confronted with the inconsistencies, JEFFERSON finally admitted that he had not been assaulted by the individual he said, but rather by another person.  The assault had nothing to do with JEFFERSON’S assistance in the investigation, but rather occurred because JEFFERSON had engaged in a confrontation with this person and another juvenile while he was intoxicated.


He faces penalties for Count I of 5 years in prison, a fine of $250,000 and 3 years supervised release.  For Count II he faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a fine of $250,000 and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Good Sept prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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