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JOSEPH BERGIE SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on January 30, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOSEPH BERGIE appeared for sentencing. BERGIE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 7 years and 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $3,200


BERGIE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to the charge of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and theft.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on October 9, 2002, the government stated it would prove at trial on April 10, 2002 a Fort Peck Tribal Police Officer stopped BERGIE’S vehicle and encountered BERGIE.  The officer searched BERGIE and recovered approximately 14 grams of methamphetamine.  The officer then transported BERGIE to the Wolf Point Police Department, where BERGIE met with the Wolf Point Chief of Police Ron Kemp.


Chief Kemp interviewed BERGIE on April 10, 2002 and BERGIE admitted he had obtained methamphetamine from another individual for approximately five years.  BERGIE admitted that, during that time period, he possessed methamphetamine with intent to distribute it.


A Fort Peck Tribal Investigator interviewed various people, including the individual that BERGIE named, in order to determine the precise amount of methamphetamine BERGIE had possessed with the intent to distribute.  BERGIE possessed with intent to distribute approximately 200 grams of methamphetamine over a five years period ending May 8, 2002.  At least 30-40 grams of that methamphetamine was possessed by BERGIE with the intent to distribute it in the period between January 1, 2000 and May 8, 2002.


A Drug Enforcement Administration chemist analyzed the suspected methamphetamine which the Officer seized from BERGIE.  The substance in fact contained methamphetamine.


On April 10, 2002 BERGIE agreed to act as an informant for them and to wear an electronic recording device owned by the Big Muddy Drug Task Force.  The device had a value of $2,200.


Chief Kemp outfitted BERGIE with the device and BERGIE attempted to make an undercover purchase of drugs on April 10, 2002, and the effort failed.  Chief Kemp allowed BERGIE to hold the recording device, with the understanding that BERGIE would make the purchase later on April 10, 2002 and return the recording device to Chief Kemp.  BERGIE evaded Chief Kemp until April 12, 2002, at which point Chief Kemp apprehended BERGIE.  At that juncture, BERGIE admitted that he had thrown away the recording device.


All acts pertinent to BERGIE’S theft of the recording device occurred within the exterior boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Tribal Investigations Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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