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DOUGLAS L. NEW PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on January 31, 2003 , before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DOUGLAS L. NEW pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to steal identities and counterfeit securities.  NEW is to appear for sentencing on May 2, 2003, at 10:00 a.m. in Missoula.


During the hearing, NEW acknowledged that from September, 2001, and continuing until January 1, 2002, in Missoula and other areas, NEW and other defendants conspired to counterfeit securities of organizations, including, but not limited to, the Missoula Federal Credit Union, First Interstate Bank, U.S. Bank and Job Service.


On December 24, 2001, in Missoula, NEW used a home computer to manufacture approximately 750 counterfeit personal checks in the names of several individuals.  NEW then distributed these checks to other co-defendants.


Beginning in August, 2001, and continuing until December, 2001, NEW broke into storage facilities in the Missoula area for the purpose of stealing items of value which he could sell to obtain cash.  During these break-ins, NEW obtained personal checks belonging to other persons.  These personal checks were used to manufacture counterfeit checks for use in the conspiracy.


In November, 2001, in Missoula, NEW cashed counterfeit personal checks at a local casino.  In December, 2001, in Missoula, NEW obtained a genuine Job Service voucher from a co-defendant and manufactured counterfeit Job Service vouchers.   


He faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service.
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