	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



TWO DEFENDANTS PLEAD GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 4, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, WESLEY COULSON PUGMIRE and TROY DEAN WALTON pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to import red phosphorus.  PUGMIRE is to appear for sentencing on April 29, 2003, at 9:00 a.m.  WALTON is to appear for sentencing on April 29, 2003, at 9:30 a.m.
In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on February 3, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 11th, 2002, a female caller contacted Univar, a chemical company in Calgary, Alberta.  Univar’s caller ID system revealed that the originating number reflected a Las Vegas, Nevada prefix.  The phone subscriber was identified as WESLEY COULSON PUGMIRE.  The caller wanted to check on the availability and cost for a chemical known as ed Phosphorus (Hydriodic Acid and Dimethylsulfoxide).  Red Phosphorous is a precursor chemical that is commonly used in at least one method of manufacturing methamphetamine.


On October 16th, 2002, a female caller, identifying herself as the same person, called Univar and placed an order for 50 kilograms of Red Phosphorus in the name of Donna Martin Enterprises.  Univar advised the caller that in order to complete the transaction, a money order to Univar in the amount of $2,700 Canadian currency was required.


On October 22, 2002, Univar received an envelope from the woman with a return address in Las Vegas which contained 5 money orders totaling $1,800 (U.S.).  The envelope also contained a note with the name of a person that would come to pick up the order of Red Phosphorous in Calgary.


On October 23, 2002, Univar received another call from the same woman and Univar confirmed that the order had been placed and that it would be ready for pickup on October 30, 2002.  The Las Vegas Metro Police confirmed the call was made from a Las Vegas number subscribed to TROY DEAN WALTON.


On October 30, 2002, two men in a car with Nevada license plates attempted to enter Canada at the Coutts, Alberta, Port of Entry.  They identified themselves as TROY DEAN WALTON and “Steven L. Melton.”  “Melton” was subsequently identified as WESLEY COULSON PUGMIRE.


The two were denied entry into Canada by Canadian Immigration because of WALTON’S criminal history.  The two returned to the United States at the Sweetgrass Port of Entry and identified themselves as WALTON and “Melton.”


They drove to Shelby, where U.S. Border Patrol agents observed WALTON and PUGMIRE at the Glacier Hotel.  On October 31, 2002, Border Patrol agents observed PUGMIRE remove a bicycle from the trunk of the car and ride it to the Coutts Port of Entry.  WALTON returned to Shelby and checked into the Comfort Inn.


PUGMIRE entered Canada and purchased a bus ticket to Calgary.  He checked into the Cedar Lodge Motel in Calgary.


On November 1st, 2002, PUGMIRE arrived at the Univar office in a hired truck.  He picked up the order of Red Phosphorous and brought it back to his hotel room, unloaded the chemicals and the hired driver left.  PUGMIRE then went to a nearby Western Union money transfer office.


At approximately the same time, WALTON attempted to enter Canada through the Rykerts, British Columbia, Port of Entry just north of Porthill, Idaho, Port of Entry.  He was refused entry because of his criminal background.  He traveled back through the Porthill Port of Entry and both he and his vehicle were searched.  Authorities found approximately 2.4 grams of methamphetamine.  WALTON was arrested and placed in the custody of the boundary County Sheriff’s Office.


PUGMIRE was under surveillance.  He rented a storage shed and signed a rental agreement stating that no flammable materials would be stored in the rental.  Canadian authorities retrieved the boxes from the rental shed and found approximately 60 pounds of Red Phosphorus.  PUGMIRE was arrested and admitted he was WESLEY COULSON PUGMIRE.  More Red Phosphorus was discovered in his backpack.


PUGMIRE admitted he intended to smuggle the chemical into the United States and that the chemical would be used to manufacture methamphetamine.  PUGMIRE also admitted that he was assisted in the smuggling conspiracy by WALTON.


Both PUGMIRE and WALTON face penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Penalties may be enhanced by prior drug-related felony convictions.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Customs Service.
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