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KEITH SCOTT PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 4, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, KEITH SCOTT pled guilty to charges of failure to appear for sentencing.  SCOTT is to appear for sentencing on May 22, 2003, at 9:00 a.m.  He is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on February 3, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that SCOTT was indicted on September 20, 2001, charged with conspiracy to distribute marijuana and possession with intent to distribute marijuana.  SCOTT was arrested and appeared on December 10, 2001.  He was released on his own recognizance with conditions.  


SCOTT appeared and pled guilty to the conspiracy charge on February 14, 2002.  In open court, sentencing was set for June 6, 2002.  Between February 14, 2002, and the June 6, 2002 sentencing date, SCOTT severed contact with his attorney and absconded from the supervision of the United States Probation Office.  A warrant was issued for his arrest.  SCOTT was rearrested in late 2002 and returned to Montana in January of 2003.


He faces penalties of 5 years in prison, to run consecutive to any other prison sentence, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the United States Marshals Service.
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