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CORBIN JAMES EYSTAD PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CORBIN JAMES EYSTAD pled guilty to charges of burglarizing a United States post office.  EYESTAD is to appear for sentencing on June 4, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.


During the hearing, EYESTAD acknowledged that he forcibly broke into a post office, or a building used in whole or in part as a post office; EYESTAD admitted he did so with the intent to commit larceny or other depredation.


The United States addressed it would prove at trial that on July 22, 2001, rangers with Glacier National Park, received information that the rear door of the contract post office located at Lake McDonald Lodge was open.  Further investigation revealed that someone had broken a window in the post office lobby to gain entrance.  Mail had been tampered with and stepped on, leaving shoe prints.  A pocket knife and a compact disc player were missing.  Several suspects, including EYESTAD were identified because they had been observed partying at the location during the early morning hours.


The government stated it would prove that EYESTAD was interviewed regarding the burglary.  He initially denied burglarizing the post office, although he did admit that he was in the area drinking beer during the early morning hours of July 22, 2001.  EYESTAD was on state probation during July 2001.  Consequently, a search was conducted of his residence by the defendant’s state probation officer, who was accompanied by the investigating officers.  The pocket knife, CD player, and tennis shoes with a tread pattern matching the shoe prints found on the mail were recovered.  EYESTAD was then confronted with the evidence found at his residence, and he admitted that he had burglarized the post office.  EYESTSAD advised the interviewing agents that he broke the window with a leather man tool, opened some mail looking for cash, and stole the pocket knife and CD player.  The leather man tool was eventually turned over to law enforcement.


He faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Postal Inspector.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.
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