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VICTORIA CASTONA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on February 7, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, VICTORIA CASTONA pled guilty to charges of manufacturing methamphetamine.  CASTONA is to appear for sentencing on May 8, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. in Helena.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States the government stated it would prove at trial that on August 6, 2001, CASTONA and others obtained a camper trailer which they parked in a driveway at CASTONA’s residence in Helena.  CASTONA and the others obtained the supplies needed for the methamphetamine manufacturing operation, including but not limited to, matches, ephedrine, lighter fluid and Tincture of Iodine.  Using the camper trailer as their “lab”, they mixed the ingredients together for the purpose of manufacturing methamphetamine.


She faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Land Management and the Missouri River Drug Task Force.
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