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FRANCISCO JAVIAR AVILA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on February 11, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, FRANCISCO JAVIAR AVILA pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess with the intent to distribute 500 grams of methamphetamine and less than 50 kilograms of marijuana.  AVILA is to appear for sentencing on May 22, 2003 in Helena at 9:00 a.m.


During the hearing, AVILA acknowledged that beginning in January of 1999, through at least June, 2001, in Helena and Missoula and other areas, he became a member of the conspiracy knowing one of its goals was the distribution of methamphetamine and he intended to help accomplish it.  The conspiracy involved 500 grams or more of methamphetamine.


He also acknowledged that beginning in January 1999, through at least June, 2001 in Helena and Missoula and other areas, he became a member of the conspiracy knowing one of its goals was the distribution of marijuana.


AVILA faces penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 years to life imprisonment, a fine of $4,000,000 and a term of up to 5 years supervised release in regard to Count I.


AVILA faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a fine of $250,000 and a term of up to 3 years supervised release in regard to Count II.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, tobacco and firearms and the Missouri River Drug Task Force.
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