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CRYSTAL LAVERN DENNY PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 14, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, CRYSTAL LAVERN DENNY pled guilty to charges of obstruction of justice.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on February 11, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that on June 11, 2002, an individual under indictment for federal drug charges, informed FBI agents that he was advised that a federal search warrant would be executed at his residence.  The individual identified DENNY, a tribal judge employed by the Rocky Boy’s Tribe, as the person who advised him about the search warrant.  DENNY is a 31 year old resident of Box Elder.


On June 26, 2002, FBI agents spoke with DENNY.  She stated she learned about the search warrant from a co-worker.  One to two hours later, DENNY telephoned the individual and told him the FBI had a search warrant for his residence and that he should “put his stuff away.”  DENNY claimed that she warned the individual about the search out of concern for family members who were living with the person at the time.


She faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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