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ROSE M. WISE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 13, 2003, before U.S. District Magistrate Judge Carolyn B. Ostby, ROSE M. WISE pled guilty to charges of making false statements to the United States government.  A sentencing date will be set.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 13, 2000, WISE, submitted an application for a social security number to the Great Falls Social Security Administration office.  On the form, WISE identified herself as Gloria Jean Oscar, and listed August 15, 1958 as her date of birth.  As proof of her identity, WISE produced a Montana birth certificate bearing the name Gloria Jean Oscar, and a Montana Identification Card issued to Gloria Jean Oscar on February 3, 2000.  On Form SSA 795, WISE, using the name Gloria Jean Oscar, answered “no” to a series of questions, including, “Have you ever had a driver’s license for any State in the United States?” and “Have you or your spouse ever filed a U.S. Federal or State income tax return or been claimed as a dependent or spouse of a taxpayer on a U.S. Federal tax return?”  WISE signed both forms, on April 23, 2000, as Gloria Jean Oscar. 


According to the Montana Bureau of Vital Statistics, Gloria Jean Oscar, date of birth August 15, 1958, died as an infant.  Her death certificate was issued on November 22, 1958.  The birth certificate provided to the Social Security Administration by WISE is nearly identical to that of the of the deceased child.  The P.O. Box provided by WISE to the Social Security Administration on application form SS-5 is registered to Rose Marie Wise.  The Montana Identification Card which was issued in the name of Gloria Jean Oscar on December 15, 1999, bears a photograph of WISE.  Finally, while applying for a P.O. Box in Winston, Montana, in the name of Gloria Jean Oscar, WISE was recognized by both the Postmaster of the Winston Post Office and a customer.

She faces penalties of 5 years in prison and a $250,000 fine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Social Security Administration Office of the Inspector General.
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