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NORMAN ERIC TAYLOR RE-SENTENCED AFTER APPEAL IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during federal court sessions in Helena on February 6 and 7, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Charles Lovell, NORMAN ERIC TAYLOR appeared for re-sentencing after appeal. TAYLOR was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 11 years and 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


TAYLOR was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to distribution of methamphetamine and money laundering.  TAYLOR was initially sentenced to 11 years and 8 months based on a higher drug amount.  TAYLOR appealed the sentence, arguing the drug amount was too high.  The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals remanded for a more careful finding as to drug amount.  The district court found a lower drug amount; however, the tampering charges were taken into account during sentencing.  During the hearing the court determined that TAYLOR, who went by the name “Buggs,” was an associate of another known as “Special” in the drug dealing business.  “Special” began traveling from his home in the tri-cities area of Washington to Great Falls to deal cocaine, methamphetamine and marijuana.  TAYLOR occasionally aided in that process.  On two occasions during this period he sold small quantities of crack cocaine to undercover agents in Spokane.  While he was in Washington, TAYLOR and “Special” received large quantities of cocaine from a source in California.  TAYLOR was ultimately held responsible by the court for one kilogram of cocaine.  The court noted his long criminal history which included a second degree murder charge and leading young women into prostitution.  TAYLOR’s sentence was increased for his role in threatening a witness that would testify against him and was given an additional six months for contempt of court for repeatedly interrupting the hearings.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Great Falls Police Department.
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