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LESLIE JON CLAASSEN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on February 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, LESLIE JON CLAASSEN pled guilty to charges of sexual exploitation of a child.  CLAASSEN is to appear for sentencing on June 4, 2003, at 10:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on August 22, 2001, the Great Falls Police Department responded to a call at the Albertson’s located at 2250 10th Avenue South, Great Falls.  A male had dropped off a roll of Fuji film to be developed; the name on the film packet was “Claasen.”  While developing the film, an employee noticed that there were nude photographs of a juvenile female.  One of the photographs on the roll depicted an adult male and female in front of a wedding cake.  The employee identified the male as the man who dropped off the roll of film to be developed.  This individual was later identified as CLAASSEN.


On August 22, 2001, CLAASSEN returned to Albertson’s to pick up his pictures.  CLAASSEN was intercepted by police officers and questioned specifically regarding six photographs from the roll of film of a juvenile female nude from the waist down with her legs spread.  After initial denials, CLAASSEN finally admitted that he took the pictures on August 20, 2001, at his home in Conrad.  He claimed that he took the pictures while the female was sleeping.


He faces penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 to 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Great Falls Police Department.
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