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MARCOS GARCIA-SOTO AND DEAN PAUL MAURER PLEAD


GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 19, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MARCOS GARCIA-SOTO and DEAN PAUL MAURER pled guilty to charges of possession with intent to distribute heroin.  GARCIA-SOTO is to appear for sentencing on May 13, 2003, at 9:30 a.m.  MAURER is to appear for sentencing on May 13, 2003, at 10:00 a.m.


During the hearing, GARCIA-SOTO and MAURER acknowledged that on July 2, 2002, in Deer Loge County, they possessed with intent to distribute heroin.


Both GARCIA-SOTO and MAURER  face penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force.
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