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VINCENTE VALENCIA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on February 20, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, VINCENTE VALENCIA appeared for sentencing. VALENCIA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 15 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


VALENCIA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  He acknowledged that he was responsible for possession with intent to distribute not more than 5 kilograms of a mixture containing d-methamphetamine.  He specifically acknowledged that he delivered approximately three pounds of methamphetamine to Montana in mid-1999.  The three pounds was then cut to create approximately four kilograms of a mixture of methamphetamine.  This methamphetamine was delivered to co-conspirators and others to redistribute in the District of Montana.


VALENCIA arrived in Idaho Falls and was given $20,000 by a co-defendant.  VALENCIA had approximately three pounds of methamphetamine and transported it to West Yellowstone. 

Other co-conspirators purchased a cut, namely vitablend, and added it to the methamphetamine to obtain approximately nine pounds of a mixture of methamphetamine.   During the next

several days, individuals received the methamphetamine from VALENCIA and other co-conspirators, and cash money was delivered back to VALENCIA to pay for the methamphetamine.

 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.

The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Montana Criminal Investigations Division.
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