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CHARLES LEE REYNOLDS, JR. PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on February 20, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, CHARLES LEE REYNOLDS pled guilty to charges of identity theft and bank fraud.  A sentencing date will be set by the court.


During the hearing, REYNOLDS acknowledged that from September 13, 2002 and continuing until September 30, 2002, in Columbus and other areas, REYNOLDS used the name and social security account number of his father without his authority with the intent to commit fraud.  REYNOLDS presented Platinum Motors and Wells Fargo Bank loan documents with his father’s social security number.


During the hearing, REYNOLDS acknowledged that from September 13, 2002 and continuing until October 1, 2002, in Hamilton and Missoula, he executed a scheme to obtain monies and funds owned by or under the custody and control of a federally insured financial institution, that is, First Security Bank of Missoula.  REYNOLDS assumed and used the identity and social security account number of his father in order to obtain cash and other property from the bank.


He faces penalties in regard to the identity theft charge of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to the bank fraud charge REYNOLDS faces penalties of 30 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael Yurkanin prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service, the Madison County Sheriff’s Office and the Helena Police Department.
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