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DISTRICT OF MONTANA UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

APPOINTED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S 2003 ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Attorney General John Ashcroft appointed nine new members and reappointed three current members, including U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer, to serve on his 2003 Attorney General’s Advisory Committee of United States Attorneys.


The Attorney General’s Advisory Committee provides advice and counsel to the Attorney General on law enforcement issues and provides a voice for  the United States Attorneys in making Department policy.  Together, in partnership with state, local and federal authorities, the Advisory Committee will be crucial in advancing the Department’s efforts to battle terrorism and combat corporate fraud, as well as continue its law enforcement mission in areas such as civil rights, violent crime, environmental crime, Project Safe Neighborhoods and health care fraud.


The new members are:  


Mary Beth Buchanan, United States Attorney, Pittsburgh


Jeffrey G. Collins, United States Attorney, Detroit


Marcos Daniel Jimenez, United States Attorney, Miami


Charles W. Larson, Sr., United States Attorney, Cedar Rapids


Michael T. Shelby, United States Attorney, Houston


Johnny K. Sutton, United States Attorney, San Antonio


Gregory F. Van Tatenhove, United States Attorney, Louisville


Debra W. Yang, United States Attorney, Los Angeles


Mercer, Patrick Fitzgerald of Chicago, and Tim Burgess of Alaska have served on the AGAC since 2001.  Mercer chairs the AGAC Subcommittee on Sentencing Guidelines. According to a Department of Justice press release, the terms of these members have been extended in order for the Committee to continue to benefit from their law enforcement expertise.  In the press release, Attorney General Ashcroft stated, “I will continue to seek the wise counsel of the experienced federal prosecutors who make up our U.S. Attorney ranks to assist with the Department’s overriding priorities of preventing terrorism and combating corporate fraud.” 


Mercer noted that his reappointment “gives him the opportunity to work on important national policy issues and issues of significance to Montana with colleagues around the country.”


U.S. Attorney Mercer was appointed by Attorney General Ashcroft, on April 20, 2001, as interim U.S. Attorney.  President Bush nominated Mercer for the position on July 30, 2001 and the United States Senate confirmed him as U.S. Attorney on November 6, 2001.  Mercer, 39, served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the District of Montana from August 1994 through April 2001.  From November 1989 to July 1994, Mercer was Counselor to the Assistant Attorney General and Senior Policy Analyst in the Office of Policy Development in the U.S. Department of Justice.
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