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THOMAS WALTER ANDERSON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on February 27, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, THOMAS WALTER ANDERSON appeared for sentencing. ANDERSON was sentenced to a term of:

$ 

Prison: 8 months

$ 

Special Assessment:$100

$ 

Supervised Release: 3 years


ANDERSON was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to passing counterfeit bills.  ANDERSON acknowledged that on July 12, 2000, David L. Thomas, a Special Agent with the Secret Service, was advised by law enforcement in Havre, that four $100 counterfeit bills had been passed at four different casinos in Havre.  ANDERSON was identified as the person who had passed the counterfeit bills.


Special Agent Thomas interviewed ANDERSON on July 12, 2002.  ANDERSON told Special Agent Thomas that he received the bills from someone, who he refused to 

identify, who owed him money.  ANDERSON admitted that he passed the four counterfeit bills – the first two at Magic Diamond Casino and Lucky Lil’s Casino.  On his way to the third casino, the Black Angus, he noticed that the remaining two $100 bills were counterfeit and, for the first time, realized that the two $100 bills that he had already passed were probably counterfeit as well.  ANDERSON admitted that he passed the remaining two $100 bills at the Black Angus Casino and the Townhouse Inn Casino knowing that the bills were counterfeit.


Employees at all four casinos identified ANDERSON as the person who had passed the $100 bills during the early morning hours of July 12, 2002.  Special Agent Thomas recovered all four bills and inspected them.  Special Agent Thomas noted the following about the bills: (1) the bills have the same serial number; (2) the bills were produced with a color printer versus genuine currency which is produced on a printing press; (3) the bills lack a watermark; and (4) the bills lack a security stripe or thread.


On September 19, 2002, subsequent to his arrest, ANDERSON again was interviewed by Special Agent Thomas.  ANDERSON identified the source of the counterfeit bills and admitted that he knew the bills were counterfeit when he received them.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service.
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