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NORA JEAN BUTTERFLY SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on February 27, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, NORA JEAN BUTTERFLY appeared for sentencing. BUTTERFLY was sentenced to a term of:

$ 

Prison: 1 year and 2 months

$ 

Special Assessment: $100

$ 

Supervised Release: 3 years


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on October 24, 2002, the government stated it would have proved at trial that on April 20, 2002, at 5:00 p.m., BUTTERFLY, a federal inmate incarcerated at the Great Falls Pre-Release Center, signed out to attend an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting.  BUTTERFLY was scheduled to return to the pre-release center at 7:00 p.m.  BUTTERFLY failed to return at the designated time.   BUTTERFLY was sentenced for escaping or walking away from the Great Falls Pre-Release Center where she was incarcerate on a supervised release violation. 


BUTTERFLY was arrested at approximately 10:30 p.m. by Deputy Marcum of the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office on the charge of criminal trespass.  BUTTERFLY was returned to the Great Falls Pre-Release Center and given a blood alcohol test that established a blood alcohol content of .135.  She was then transferred to the Cascade County Regional Detention Facility.


BUTTERFLY had been sentenced on September 5, 2001, by the United States District Court for the District of Montana, to a nine-month sentence for violating conditions of supervised release.  The original sentence on the charge of involuntary manslaughter, imposed on November 15, 1996, was a term of imprisonment of 12 months to be followed by three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Marshals Service.
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