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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that after a federal court session in Billings, on February 26, 2003, before U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson the following individuals were arraigned:


QUINTON BIRDINGROUND, JR. appeared on charges of second degree murder, assault resulting in serious bodily injury and use of a firearm during a crime of violence. BIRDINGROUND is a 22-year-old resident of Crow Agency.  BIRDINGROUND is currently detained. If convicted of these charges BIRDINGROUND  faces penalties in regard to second degree murder of life in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  In regard to assault resulting in serious bodily injury, he faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to the use of a firearm during a crime of violence, he faces penalties of a mandatory 10 years in prison consecutive to any other sentence.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.


KEVIN FURLONG, age 34, appeared on 2 counts of bank robbery.  He is currently detained.   If convicted of these charges, FURLONG faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Billings Police Department and the Bozeman Police Department.


LEMUEL SMALL appeared on the charge of conspiracy with to possess with intent to distribute marijuana.  If convicted of these charges, SMALL faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 2 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.


HEATH KENINGTON KALINE, a resident of Lame Deer, appeared on charges of perjury and witness tampering.  If convicted of perjury, KALINE faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to witness tampering, he faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


DUSTIN WOLF, a resident of Billings, appeared on charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine.  If convicted of conspiracy, WOLF faces penalties of 40 years in prison, a fine of $250,000 and 4 years supervised release.  In regard to the distribution charge, WOLF faces penalties of 40 years in prison, a fine of $2,000,000 and 4 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor  for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.


BRANDON LEWIS SHUMWAY appeared on charges of interstate transportation of stolen property, sale of a gun to a minor, making a fictitious or fraudulent statement and possession of a stolen firearm.  If convicted of interstate transportation of stolen property he faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to the sale of a gun to a minor, he faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to making a fictitious or fraudulent statement, he faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to possessing a firearm, he faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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