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LAWRENCE JOE BAUER, JR. SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on February 27, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, LAWRENCE JOE BAUER, JR. appeared for sentencing. BAUER was sentenced to a term of:

$ 

Prison:   14 years

$ 

Special Assessment: $100

$ 

Supervised Release: 5 years


BAUER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.


In an Offer of Proof filed April 26, 2002, the government stated it would prove at trial that BAUER, known as “L.J.” came to the attention of the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force located in Havre on numerous occasions over the last four years.  The first reports of BAUER selling drugs came while he was living in the 200 block of First Street in Havre beginning in late 1998.  The information connected BAUER with an individual who was 

convicted of a federal drug felony after a jury trial during the summer of 2000.  BAUER has also lived on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  BAUER’s sister assisted in the drug trafficking and recently pled guilty to a federal drug felony.  Approximately seven witnesses were supplied methamphetamine by BAUER.  Several of the witnesses, who were charged with federal drug felonies, pled guilty and have been sentenced.  Drugs seized from them were obtained from BAUER.  In some instances, BAUER would “front” drugs to these witnesses, which means that BAUER would supply them with the drug expecting they would sell the drug and then repay him after the sale.  The conspiracy BAUER was involved in was responsible for the distribution of approximately 2 kilograms of methamphetamine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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