
	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



KEITH SCOTT SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on February 28, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, KEITH SCOTT appeared for sentencing. SCOTT was sentenced to a term of:

$ 

Prison:
10 months for conspiracy to distribute marijuana





  6 months for failure to appear





Sentences to run consecutively

$ 

Special Assessment: $200

$ 

Supervised Release: 3 years


SCOTT  was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute marijuana and failure to appear for sentencing. In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on February 14, 2002, the government stated it would prove at trial that on June 2001, Highway Patrol Officer Stephen Baiamonte was patrolling U.S. Highway 2 between Havre and Chinook when he was met by Kaseem Alim Shipley and SCOTT 

traveling east toward Chinook at approximately 95 mph.  Kaseem Shipley was driving.  Officer Baiamonte initiated the traffic stop which was videotaped.


After explaining the reason for stopping Shipley and SCOTT and the fines to be issued, Officer Baiamonte asked for permission to search the vehicle.  After gaining verbal consent, Officer Baiamonte searched the passenger compartment and discovered particles of marijuana which Officer Baiamonte refers to as residue of “shake” during his narration on the videotape.  “Shake” is a word used by law enforcement officers to describe particles and pieces of marijuana which fall to the side as marijuana is being portioned from a larger package into smaller bags and/or containers.


Because he found the marijuana residue in the passenger compartment, Officer Baiamonte searched the trunk with increased suspicion as Shipley and SCOTT stood at the front of the vehicle with Deputy Wilkinson of the Blaine County Sheriff’s Department.  Upon searching the trunk, Officer Baiamonte first located a loaded .38 Smith and Wesson revolver.  Upon looking inside the luggage belonging to Harold Shipley, Officer Baiamonte located just less than two pounds of marijuana wrapped in clear plastic.  Officer Baiamonte and Deputy Wilkinson then placed Shipley and SCOTT under arrest.  This entire encounter, as stated above, was videotaped.  Prior to the search of the passenger compartment of the vehicle, Officer Baiamonte did a pat-down search of the two men for weapons.  Upon doing so he found $2,600 in U.S. currency rolled up and hidden in one of SCOTT’s socks.



Shipley and SCOTT were interviewed on the same day by Federal Bureau of Investigation Special Agents Matthew Salacinski and Stacey Smiedala at the Hill County Detention Center. 


Several days prior to their arrest, Shipley and SCOTT left San Diego, CA.  They traveled as far as Helena before experiencing mechanical difficulties with the Nissan Quest van they were driving.  The group made it to Great Falls where they obtained a rental vehicle and stayed the night.  The group then continued on to the Fort Belknap Reservation where they sold marijuana and attended several gatherings. 


While on the Fort Belknap Reservation, Shipley and SCOTT stayed at the home of a third individual and  conducted sales of marijuana from a back bedroom of that home. 


On numerous occasions, a witness who traveled to the state of Montana with Shipley and SCOTT, observed them with a revolver.  The handgun was black with a brown handle and referred to by both Shipley and SCOTT as the “toolie.”  The witness observed Shipley with the handgun tucked in the front of his pants.  On other occasions while traveling, SCOTT was observed wrapping the hand gun in a green rag after wiping it off.  He put it in a pocket which was located on the back of one of the car seats.


In regard to the conspiracy to distribute marijuana charge, SCOTT entered into a plea agreement on February 6, 2002.  He appeared and pled guilty to the conspiracy charge.  In open court, sentencing was set for June 6, 2002.  Some time between February 14, 2002 and the June 6, 2002 sentencing date, SCOTT severed contact with his attorney and absconded from the supervision of the U.S. Probation Office.  A warrant was issued for his arrest on May 13, 2002.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the United States Marshals Service.
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