	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



BENJAMIN BROOKS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on February 28, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, BENJAMIN BROOKS, age 25, pled guilty to charges of possession with intent to distribute crack cocaine.  BROOKS is to appear for sentencing on May 21, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.


During the hearing, BROOKS acknowledged that on June 3, 2002, in the State of Montana he possessed with intent to distribute in excess of 26.3 grams of crack cocaine within 1000 feet of a protected area, to-wit: Riverside Middle School. 


He faces penalties of a mandatory minimum 5 years up to 80 years in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 8 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Postal Service, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the Drug Enforcement Administration and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.            # # # # #
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