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JAMES B. CHINADLE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 3, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JAMES B. CHINADLE, a 32- year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to the charge of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  CHINADLE is to appear for sentencing on June 12, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.


During the hearing, CHINADLE acknowledged that during a visit with his state probation officer on December 20, 2001, the officer learned that CHINADLE and his wife had a handgun at their residence.  Havre police officers were dispatched to CHINADLE’s residence and, pursuant to a consent search of the residence, retrieved a Bryco Arms, model 9, 9mm pistol.  CHINADLE told the officers that he gave $150.00 to an individual who purchased the gun for him.  He told the officers that he needed the gun for protection.


A review of court records for Montana’s Twelfth Judicial District Court, Hill County, revealed that CHINADLE was convicted of a felony drug charge on December 19, 2001.


He faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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