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STEPHEN FRANCIS DAVIS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 3, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, STEPHEN FRANCIS DAVIS pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine, possession of methamphetamine, distribution of methamphetamine, possession of a firearm during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime, possession of a firearm by an unlawful user of or addict to controlled substances and possession of a firearm by a person having been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence.  The Court will set a sentencing date.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on February 28, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that on August 13, 2002, near Carter, Montana and other areas, there was an agreement between two or ore persons to manufacture methamphetamine.  DAVIS became a member of the conspiracy.


On August 13, 2002, near Carter and other areas, DAVIS possessed a controlled substance which was not obtained by a valid prescription or order.  In another count, DAVIS knowingly delivered methamphetamine.


DAVIS committed the crime of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and he knowingly possessed a firearm.  DAVIS was a user o addicted to controlled substances and possessed a firearm.  He had previously been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence.


On August 13, 2002, DAVIS, together with others, drove from Missoula to an area near Carter for the purpose of stealing a fertilizer called anhydrous ammonia.  The stolen fertilizer was provided to individuals who would be using it to “cook” methamphetamine.  On August 13, 2002, DAVIS possessed and used methamphetamine.  While engaged in this conspiracy, DAVIS possessed a handgun which he carried to and transported in the vehicle en-route to the anhydrous tanks where the anhydrous ammonia was stolen.  On August 13, 2002, DAVIS both used and distributed methamphetamine while he possessed a firearm.  DAVIS was convicted of a domestic abuse violation in July of 2002.


In regard to Count I DAVIS faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to Count II DAVIS faces penalties of 1 year in prison, a minimum $1,000.00 fine, reasonable costs of investigation and prosecution and 1 year supervised release.
In regard to Count III DAVIS faces penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to Count IV DAVIS is subject to a mandatory 5 years in prison consecutive to any sentence for a drug violation. In regard to count V DAVIS faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,00 fine and 3 years supervised release.  In regard to Count VI DAVIS faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by ????????????????????????????
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