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WILLIAM FLOYD DEWALT FOUND GUILTY IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that WILLIAM FLOYD DEWALT, a resident of Darby, was convicted, after a jury trial, of distributing a controlled substance that resulted in a persons death and of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for June 4, 2003.  DEWALT is currently detained.


DEWALT admitted that he sold the victim 20 tablets of methadone for $10 apiece on July 18, 2002.  The victim died on July 20, 2002.  The trial centered on whether the methadone that killed the victim came from the tablets DEWALT sold him.  DEWALT had a prescription for 420 methadone tablets a month for chronic back pain.  The victim had been prosecuted for a federal crime and was due to be sentenced four days before his death.  Before buying the methadone from DEWALT, the victim went to another person looking for drugs that he could smuggle into federal prison with him.  DEWALT argued through his lawyer, but did not claim through his own testimony, that it was possible the victim traded the pills he had received from DEWALT with another person for pills that were easier to inject.  He based that argument on the experts’ opinion that it would be hard to prepare the pills DEWALT sold for injection, but the victim’s brother testified that he had seen the victim try it. Expert witnesses testified that there was no way to determine for certain which brand of methadone was in the victim’s system.


DEWALT faces penalties, in regard to the distribution resulting in death, of 20 years to life in prison, a $1,000,000 fine, 5 years supervised release and loss of some federal benefits.  In regard to being a felon-in-possession of a firearm, he faces penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Ravalli County Sheriff’s Office.
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