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RONALD RAY ZURMILLER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on March 10, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RONALD RAY ZURMILLER, age 48, pled guilty to the charge of acquiring firearms and ammunition while being a person charged with a felony crime.  ZURMILLER is to appear for sentencing on June 4, 2003, in Missoula.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on June 20, 2002, ZURMILLER was charged via Information with two counts of second degree assault on a peace officer.  These charges stem from ZURMILLER’S assault on a jailer while he was being detained on a DUI charge in Morgan County, Colorado.  Subsequently, on October 16, 2002, a Beaverhead County Deputy Sheriff stopped a pickup truck being driven by ZURMILLER in Jackson, Montana.  During the course of the deputy’s dealings with ZURMILLER on this date, ZURMILLER had firearms and ammunition in his possession.  ZURMILLER produced several of the firearms in response to an inquiry by the deputy sheriff. The ammunition was found by law enforcement during a search of ZURMILLER’S pickup.


He faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.
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