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JOHN WESLEY CARLSON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on March 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOHN WESLEY CARLSON pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  CARLSON is to appear for sentencing on July 10, 2003, at 8:30 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on March 10, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that CARLSON admitted the conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine involved at least 500 grams of methamphetamine.  


CARLSON acknowledged that he conspired with others to obtain methamphetamine for redistribution.  CARLSON further admitted that during the time set forth in the indictment, he obtained methamphetamine either directly from a specific person or from others who were obtaining methamphetamine from that person and redistributed it to others; or he  acted as a go-between by putting a willing purchaser together with one or more of the individuals that were dealing with that person.


CARLSON admitted that he is a drug addict and was involved in this conspiracy to obtain drugs to supply his own addiction and redistributed part of the methamphetamine to finance the acquisition of drugs for himself.  CARLSON specifically admits that he knew or should have foreseen that he was part of a conspiracy that distributed or possessed with intent to distribute at least 500 grams of methamphetamine during the course of the conspiracy.


He faces penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force.
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