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MAXIMO RAMOS-RAMOS and DAWN MICHELLE YATES


SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on March 19, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MAXIMO RAMOS-RAMOS and DAWN MICHELLE YATES appeared for sentencing. 


MAXIMO RAMOS-RAMOS was sentenced to a term of:

$ 

Prison: 7 years and 3 months

$ 

Special Assessment: $100

$ 

Supervised Release: 5 years


YATES was sentenced to a term of:

$ 

Prison: 5 years and 5 months

$ 

Special Assessment: $100

$ 

Supervised Release: 5 years


RAMOS-RAMOS and YATES were sentenced in connection with their guilty pleas to charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.


On August 16, 2002, Montana Highway Patrol officer Jim Lumsden stopped a speeding vehicle on United States Highway 200 near Simms, driven by an individual.  Drugs and money were found in the vehicle.  Sergeant Dan Kohm, of the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office  interviewed the individual.  The individual told Sergeant Kohm that he had been getting large amounts of methamphetamine, cocaine and marijuana from a Hispanic male by the name of Max since April of 2001.  The individual said that Max was from the state of Washington, and that he could identify Max if saw a photograph of him.  The individual told Sergeant Kohm that he contacted Max through a female by the name of Dawn at a telephone number.  Max was later identified as MAXIMINO RAMOS.  


On August 20, 2002, the individual made a recorded telephone call to Dawn at the direction of Sergeant Kohm and agent Rusty Carnes of the Montana Division of Criminal Investigation.  The individual was told by Dawn that she and Max would meet with him later that evening at the Wal-Mart parking lot in Great Falls.  Later that evening, at Wal-Mart, a dark green Mitsubishi with paper dealer plates arrived with a male and female in the vehicle.   The green car pulled-up next to the individual’s vehicle; the individual told the occupants of the vehicle that he had been ripped-off and lost the drugs that he had received from Max before.  He asked if he could get some more drugs.  During the conversation, the male occupant of the green car got out and stood next to the individual’s car.  The male was identified by officers on surveillance as MAXIMINO RAMOS.  RAMOS told the individual that he did not have any drugs with him, but that he would go to another location and get some drugs for him.  This conversation was heard and recorded by officers who were conducting surveillance of the meeting.  


RAMOS and the female occupant of the green car left the parking lot and returned later.  The individual was still under surveillance.  The female occupant of the green car got into the individual’s vehicle carrying a plastic bag containing 229 grams of a white powder, which tested positively for methamphetamine.  


On August 22, 2002 the individual was introduced to an undercover agent of the Montana Division of Criminal Investigation, and instructed to introduce the undercover agent to RAMOS and Dawn.  The individual placed a recorded telephone call to Dawn and made plans to meet her and RAMOS later that same evening in the Wal-Mart parking lot.  Later that same evening, the individual and the undercover agent were under surveillance of law enforcement in the Wal-Mart parking lot waiting for RAMOS and Dawn to arrive.  The individual had been provided $2,000 in United States currency to pay to RAMOS for drugs provided to him previously.  The serial number of this currency were recorded.  RAMOS and Dawn arrived in the same green Mitsubishi now bearing a Montana license plate number.  A check of the registration for this plate revealed that it was registered to MAXIMINO RAMOS and DAWN YATES.  The individual gave RAMOS and YATES the $2,000 and asked for more drugs.  RAMOS told the individual that he had to leave to get the drugs, and that they would meet him later in the same parking lot.  Prior to leaving the parking lot, the individual was given YATES’ cellular telephone to use to contact them as his cellular telephone battery was going dead.  The individual received a telephone call from YATES, and was advised that they were on the way back to the Wal-Mart parking lot to meet him.  RAMOS and YATES arrived at the Wal-Mart parking lot and met with the individual and the undercover agent who were under surveillance.  The individual introduced the undercover agent to RAMOS and YATES and told them that the undercover agent was going to be taking over his drug business.  The individual was given a plastic bag which contained 257.6 grams of white powder, which tested positively for methamphetamine.  


On September 4, 2002 the undercover agent placed a recorded telephone call to YATES.  The undercover agent told YATES that he had money he owed to RAMOS, and that he also had some extra money to purchase methamphetamine.  Through more recorded telephone calls between the undercover agent and YATES, a meeting was set for the parking lot of the Dearborn Inn.  The undercover agent met RAMOS and YATES in the parking lot of the Dearborn Inn.  During the meeting, both RAMOS and YATES were arrested.  A search of YATES’ purse, which she had at the time of her arrest, revealed just over 3 grams of methamphetamine hidden in a birth control pill dispenser.  


Both YATES and RAMOS were interviewed.  YATES elaborated upon her role in selling methamphetamine to the individual and the undercover agent with RAMOS.  RAMOS admitted to transporting multiple pounds of methamphetamine into Great Falls from the state of Washington over the past year.  During the interview, RAMOS advised officials he had hidden methamphetamine at the home of a friend.


During the early morning hours of September 5, 2002 Sergeant Kohm and FBI Special Agent Niedringhaus went to the home of where the drugs were hidden.  The owner of the home gave consent to look in her home.  In the closet, described by RAMOS, there was a plastic gallon size plastic container containing approximately 286 grams of methamphetamine. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Cascade County Sheriff and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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